FS E R MON 


Preach'd at the 4 


ASSIZ E 8 


HELD AT 


KINGSTON upon Thames, 
for the County of Surry, 


Before the Right Honourable 


Sir Joun WIILEsõ, Kant, - 


Lord Chief Juſtice of his Met $ 
Court of Common Pleas, 


7 | | E. AND | | 
Mr. Serjèant Huss Ex, 


On FID Ar, March 25. 1743. 


57 y WILLIAM ALLEN of Lambeth 
Pub ie d at the Requeh of Mr. — 


LONDON: Printed for J. n 
| in Warwick-Lane, M DCCXLUL 


Ar 


1 


0D 4 os To-<. 1. 988 
- 2 = 5 1 * 1 


he, 


ISAAC EALES, 
of Lambeth, Eſq; 
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7 Text one of the Com. 
VI God, of Ia! gave to that 
People on Mount Sinai, by the Hand 
of thei Legillator: A -s... 

Having brought them thus far aſe, 
wich a mighty Hand, -andbutſtretch'd 
Arm; and with many wondrous Mira> 
cles; che gracioully. vouchſaſes to pro» 
vide for their future Welfare and Pro- 


ſperity, by giving them, and enacting 
ſuch Ordinances and Laws, as obedi- 
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duce ſo deſirable an Edt. 
- Among! theſe, onat. any « one chin 
more Obſervanot than that juſt now 
tead to yo: as no ane is mo 'wilch 
calqulated for the: Benefit af Na 
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2 : An een ; 
conſidered in their Social „ 
For its Rim and View, is, to EE 
Unity, Peace and Truth among its ſe- 
veral Members; without which no 
Kingdom can ſtand; and therefore it is 
and has been a primary Deſign and In- 
tent of all "> Targa "PE? 

As the Two Tables, or Ten "AY 
mandments, were Originally given to 
the Jews, the Paraphraſe of their w- 
% Doctors muſt be our Rule and 
Guide; and this is conſonant and a- 
greeable to the Fractice of che 2 | 
an Church. MS 

I Will rd imone or two | Parti- 
cuilars,; the Latitude which they juſtly 
took 1 in their Comments on them. 
When in the ſixth Commandment, 
God forbids us to commit Murther; we 
are to underſtand, that we are not on- 
ly prohibited thereby to Stab or Poiſon 
our Neighbour; but are requird to 
dol what in us lies to cheriſh and pre- 
by another: To feed and cloath 


faulted: 
bim as far as ue ae able; and to pte> 
Fun, vent, 


PII _ 
to our Ability, -what- 
S bring him W 
it. lie er! 9 
Again, Becauſe in 9 Fighth Com- 
mandment we are requird not to Steal; 5 
therefore, in order to our more con- 
ſtant and ready avoiding of it, we muſt 
account ourſelves oblig d not only to 
watch our Actions, that we do not in 
any thing defraud our Neighbour; but 
moreover do what in us les to keep our 
ſelves out of ſuch Circumſtances as ma 
be likely to tempt us thereunto 
According then to the general Rules 
of interpreting the Commandments, 
my Text muſt be underſtood. by falſe: 
Witneſs, to ſignify the falſe accuſing of, 
or witneſſing againſt our Neighbout'in 
Judgment; and to forbid alt ſorts of 
Calumny :and- "Slander 3 againſt; any 
whether it be in or out of Courts of Ju 
dicature. Not only thus muck is im- 
phy d, but to this Gommand i muſt be 
reduc'd all Subornation of falſe Wi- 
neſſes in Judgment; all Conedivilor; 
Comngnance that. is given to them alk. 
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bearing falſe Witneſs may be compre- 


Brevity,. 


. under theſe following n 
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ee Vans to the 55405 12 
thers: All nate that. ds. We 


ven to thoſe who are apt to {laaules o- 


ther Men, which too often occaſions 
Trouble and Vexation to particular Per- 
ns, is injurious to Society in general. 
and highly detrimental to the Cauis op 
Virtue and Religion. 

As, theſe ſeveral e or Kinds of 


hdd under the 0 Term of 
Slander; for the ſake of Method and 

Iwill conſine myſelf to.canfi- 
der this particular Vice. A Subject 
which is large and comprehenſive, and 
abounds in grea 1 and differem 
Sorts of Wickedneg. But in handling 
of it, I will contract what: I 4; 


* wil endeavour. to. ſhew, _ md 
. The Nature of Slander in gene 


" idly, 1 hall et bauen Ways and 


| Wien which ittis amm 


* M tt 


a — Wend; both” Publicl!/ 48 
in Courts of Sdkestute and Pri Ivate 
as 18 out = Cbiverfations, 9 
diy, enquire, "when ate 
are wy rel "Grounds for an Eyil Re- 
port of out Nei ghbour, how far the 
propagating of i is finful i in us. And 
th | 


os 4 
- -TVthly and laſtly, I Nail draw a 


elude; N 


"I 


And Firſt rok Vigil nit hi 
Niture of FE common 8285 7 
mical we m d lande 
8 de. che e Falf- 
hood againſt our Neighbour tothe Pre- 
jade either bf his Reputation, his 
Perſon, or kisFottitie; and the propy- 
gating evil Reports invented b 
upon Principle of Self· in 
or” Hl-natute. Hence this de 
and inveterate Bin is 18'oftert nd 


forbidden in the H 
Ray Sh 5 i 1 Schr 


Vents 1" AAR e 
2:08, 1 — Jury 


Envy, 
9 K 


Ffeterices from the whole, and ſo con. ä 


dee obſcures our. beſt, 


— 
Witncſs,,. Cenſuring, Railiog, Back» dc 
biting, Tale bearing, Whiſpering, Re- 


proaching, Supplanting, and che like; 


all, which plaigly partake, afithe: _ 
of this malignant Vice, and either exr 
preſs the different Kinds, or the Man- 
ner, or the fatal Effects of it. 
And here it may not be 9 tat 
ſerye, that there is a manifeſt Difference 


— * Slander and Detraction, tho oft 
ten miſtaken for each other by the 


World, and generally ſuppos d 5 be 
the * Crime. . And; this, Difference 

might be made appear, becauſe, Slan- 
Jo properly;ſpeaking, is a falſe; Impn- 
tation of Guilt, which ve would mali- 


_ cioully fx upon an ingocent; Peron; 
Whereas Detraction, 


3 
nine or takingaway from the 
Virtues of others, and — leflen- 

ing thoſe good, Qualities. which they, 

are really poſſeſs d of, Thus the ons, 

I a baſe and unjuſt Charge, xeprelents. 

to che Worldſto be what we: axe mots 
Endowments, 


and detracts kom. what we arg., Ibis 


; r 21 4 1 8 indeed, q 


7 
indeed; on either hand, expoſing' 'buy 


Characters thro a falſe Medium, knd 
wounding us ſeeretly in the deareſt and 
tendereſt Part of all earthly Poſſeſſions, 
dur Fame and Reputation. 
From what has been ſaid it appears, 
that Slander and Detraction, in fegard 
to a good Name, are like countetfeit- 
ing and debaſing the publick Coin; 
for either by taking away from the Juſt 
Value, or by adding any coarſer A lay, 
it can never aſterwards ſtand the Teſt, 
or paſs wang in n en as it did 
before): 5 70 

110 Thus Sanden Int adit is finde 
ſtriouſly impairing the Credit of other 
Men, out of Envy either to their Fer- 
ng er their Virtues, and doing the 
greateſt Prejudice to our Neighbour's 
Reputation; which we ought to pte- 
ſerve and cheriſh as tenderly as our own; 
becauſe both Religion and civil Govern- 
ment have mutually entruſted us with 
each others Characters. If therefore 
we injuribſſy detract from the Ee. 
lencies of ouf Neighbour, - "oribelouf” 


1063 — B — 22 ly 


8 A. eee 
ly: blackeen him by falſe: and evil Re- 
ve. may beaflur'd there will be a 

wich and! ſeveie Account one Day re- 
quir'd at: our Hands, for this baſe Vie+ 
lation of our Truſt: For in this Senſe 
every Man is n; bis 1 f 

Cooper. * 

From hence we * ; is 1 
meant by Slander in general. But the 
Nature of this Vice will more 5 
appear, when I cone 

II. To conſider particularly the * 
veral. Degrees and Kinds of it, and to 
ſet forth the various Ways and Methods 
by which it is comment . d in 
the World. 
Now Slander way be mage uſe of 
either i in Judicial Cabs, as by way of 
Evidence in a Court of Judicatute; or 
elſe in our ordinary and e Con- 
verſati ann 10 i 

Slander, in Judicial Caſes, ban 
actuel Breach. of the Ninth Gammand- 
ment, and is truly and 3 bear- 
ing falle Witneſs againſt our Neighbour. 
Eor * one Man tiſes u P _— an- 


r 


true, whi he kilows tote Ng 
wicht equally the fame, - whiewhe af- 
firms what he is not infallibly aſſur d to 
be ſo. 2 the Evidence ſyborn'd' a- 
who, in n away his Liſe 
falſly ſwore that he bad Alem d God 
and thi King *; and ſuch were the falſe 
Witneſſes in the New, procur'd againſt 
our bleſſed Saviour, Who depos d that 
he had faid, J am able; to deflroy the 
Temple of Grd, and to build ili three 
—_— 4 
Thi ein 6 
grant Kind, and more horribly wicked 
and ;dreadful in its Nature, - becauſe of 
theſe :twa "aggravating Ciroumitances 
that always attend it. N CH GIANADING 
0 Berauſe all bens at Law con- 
bern either the Perſon, Reputation, or 
Eſtate of our ; and-when 
we attempt againſt him by kalle Bei 
denoe, our Deſign is to woutdthinf ts | 
one ofiaheſe, + Hence the fall Wines" 


556 Jig 185 0 144) / Gy 7 As HAD, Hart "des 
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de not buy beebme l Slanderer, but 
a' Thief; for Te whe by this Tongue de- 
| —=_— another” of his Reputation or 
tz robs him of what is more va 
ru 'and ma y prove more injurious to 
N he rh by Violence takes from 
him his Purſe, and ſo makes a Breach of 
the Eighth Commandment, 501% ſbult 
not lent; nay, in ſome Caſes, he may 
become a Murtherer; when by his Bear- 
ing falſe Evidence 60 Proſecuted at the 
Bar of Man's Tribunal, with the ſolemm 
Forms of Law, is ſentenc'd to loſe his 
Life; and thus he may become à Tranſ- 
greſſor of the Sixth, Tou ſhalt do no 
Murder; and what Salomon ſays 2 the 
Hypocrite may properly be apply d to 
n 3 bo be our kee. 
ow bis Neighbour. . 
And what makes this Crime always 
OP! more 'infamouſly- baſe, is, be- 
_ cauſe a falſe Witneſs perverts che great 
End of the Law, and turns tlie Sword 
of Juſtice againſt the Innocent. Thus 
what was at firſt deſigii d to protect our 
Right, and to defend 50 Man's Pro- 


5 Prov. xi. gets, ! 7 22 perty, 


Ae ee Fern. 
perty, by, Slanden und! Malige: com 
the Reverſe, and is turn d into Oppreſik 
on; Qrnelty, ard Injuſtice:¶ ITlente the 
Royal. Pſalmiſti properly conipares the 
Tongue of cheiBlariderer to d Nax 
aur, and a tivo-edied Sword \|5: ant be; 
who unhappily feels the: fatal 
and panid ene Edt of it, Mil 
that it wounds:ag:ſharply as: ther on·α²’ m 
and pieroes as as the'other. gat 
Bur to make this Ctime appear. yet 
more black and -ndjous.: It iufh in 
Cutts of Judieatue to call God to Wit: 
n&6; and to gie ti. our Exidenee upob 
Oath taken im abe moſt ſolemn mannei. 
Whenever thereſore / We i brar a, table 
Teſtimony im fathia Calc} erin the 
Nameiof che grtat Gd of Heaven, thad 
weipublickly::affirm'tit. ! [Ebuanne 308 
volker the moſt High, the Fountain oß 
Putity and miha to bonſitm a knoYH 
E aria:malicious Lie mhich. 
Aua wilful and r ccfurg to 
Ser n a Hir Com 
e 


vary * 
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WT” 3. hi 5. 


Wretch, thus abandom d to Shame and 
Wickednels feel, who dares openty 
appeal; to the Almighty for the Truth 
of that Bvidence, which ten thouſand 
Wieneſſes-in his own Breaſt are depc- 
ſing againſt; and every) Moment con- 
N r Arun ve 
Monſtious therefore and deteſtable 
pecies of Skm- 


5 Nature is this 8 
der; becauſe the falſe Witneſs, heſides 
the re done to his [Neighbour, 

d by this ſolemn Ttragsſet 
the thi whole Load of his Wickede te 
God, and inipioufly\ſtelter the blackeft 
dow: of: Eternal : Gooddefs and Truth. 
Hence it's difficult to determine, \wwhe- 
ther: this pernicious 'Vice-be a greater 
Diſhonoui to God, or injurious — — 
but ir's certainly in the higher 


oſſemſtve to hoth. mg A419 4 
bar 503 e lus Bi bot 
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nicious Sort of Slander, by giving falle 
Evidence in an open Court ofifuica- 
r us proceed 1% 2418 19 
2. To the other Bedach of i it; in our 
-pringte Converſation, and enquire-into 
the different Kinds of the artful-and 
conceal'd Malice of thoſe, who . 
ſlander their Neighbour, and ſecretly 
wound with the Venom of their Tongues. 
For the Practice of this Vice — 

ly cloſe and under Covert. Its Ap- 
proaches are made in the Dark; by 
Whiſpering, Backbiting, and all the ſ 
Inſinuations of Deſa mation. 
And of this Sort of buſy and malic 
ous Tongues it is, that the Prophet Ju- 
remiab\| im his Days; Fur 
 heard,icries he, re defaming . 
Fear on every Side: — 
and will neport it ag 
means a ſlanderaus Ulle | near — 
pagated and diſpen d in the World. 
che Iufamy of our Neighbour, and the 


Ruin of his Reputation ; whi 


513 


1 . 
trier 
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triver of it lies behind the Oertain and 
i conceal d in the Co-. 
Daviu, who in his Adverſity had 
lain under the Laſh and Malice of ma- 
ny ſecret Enemies, but more particu- 
larly of Doeg's virulent Tongue, often 
thews by his earneſt and pathetical Ex- 
preſſions on this Subject, what a juſt 
Senſe he had of the Smart, and whatia 
deep Reſentment he conceiv d of this 
Rum Wrong. | APE 
And Solomon is more pec ulinely A 
vere, and pointed againſt this Kind of 
Slander; for the Fords of a Tale- beurer, 
ſays he *, are as Wounds, and they go 
-down into the innermoſs Parts of. the 
Belly; i.e. the Wounds of ſuch a Tongue 
pierce inwardly deep, which 04 d 
Fecret and hidden, are 
more fataband incurable. And — 
out his excellent Book ef Wiſdom and 
Morality, there is no Sort of Wickedneſs 
Which he ſo bitterly ioveighs againſt, 
That of eat g::about 
another Manz Am and/iDiſpract. 
St. Pauißj writing to amg 
i xviii. 8. | 2 Et 2& © WT | 


15 
earneſtly cautions them 5 this Sin. 
For I fear, ſays he, laſt außen I come, 1 
ſhall not find you. ſuch as I would: left 
re be among you Debates, Enuyings, 
WH rath, Sirifes, Backbitings, and Wh 72 
beringt. And in his Epiſtle to the Ro- 
mans, he reckons up this Vice in the 
black Catalogue of thoſe flagrant and 
notorious Sins, for which God gave up 
the Heathen to a reprobate State; as be- 
ig full, ſays he, of — Murder, De- 

Pt Deceat, Malignity, Whiſperer, 
Backbiters. * From hence it appears, 
in what a high Degree of Iniquity this 
Vice ſtood -rank'd under the old Law; 
but how much more deadly and fatal 
muſt the Practice of it prove under the 
Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, a; Doctrine di- 
recti oppoſite to it, as founded on 
Charity and univerſal, Love? For one 
3 — Artif 


ace in the common Pra- 
Rice of Slander, is to ſtick at nothing 
chat is baſe, and infamous, in the deſa- 
ming of our Neighbour, but always to 
ealumniate in the groſſeſt mannena pro- 
vided anita probahle Cir- 
Run. 1.29, 30. Gan | 64 RN” 


cumſtances. And this is acting up to 
that wicked old Maxim of the Devil 

| himſelf, who is therefore juſtly ſtil'd, 
The Accuſer of the Brethren*. 5 For this 
was directly his Method, when he ſtrove 
maliciouſly to diſpoſſeſs the righteous 
Job of the Favour of his God: Doth 
Job fear God for noug ht? Where, by 
one baſe inſinuating Slander, his Love 
of the Almighty is made merely the Ef- 
te& of worldly Intereſt, and all his Re- 
ligion and Virtue mer d falſe, nn 
ag criminal. 

Thus the Inveteracy 86 M alice ants 
Slander ſick at no Kind nor Degree of 
Scandal, with Defign that — Part at 
leaſt, out of great Variety, may leave a 
Stain behind it. And tho' the Wounds 
given to the Character of a good Man 
by an invenom d Tongue may ſome- 
times heal of themſelves, yet the Scar 
will often appear, and ſome Blemiſh 
remain behind as long as he lives. I 
would not have ſpoken to this Particu- 
lar in this Place, did not too oſten the 
dire Effects of Pu Rial * 1 bears 
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ring ſalſe Witneſs owe'thicir Rife tothe 
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Having thus ſhow'd the tber 
this Vice, both in Regard to publick 
Evidence and private Converſation, and 
when Calumny is merely the Effect of 
Contrivance and Deſign, and is entire 
falſe; groundleſs and malicious; I ſhall 
now proceed to enquire, as propos d, 

III. When there are any real Grounds 
for an Evil Report concerning our 
Neighbour, how far, in ſuch a Caſe; 
the propagating of it is finful in us, and 
how much it partakes of the nialigniant | | 
Nature and Guilt of Slander. = 

And Firſt, - To divulge the Faults - 1 
and Errors, or to diſperſe abroad the 4 
Frailties and Imperfections of any Man 
to his Prejudice, without being legally 

call'd to it, without ſome Obligations 
of Conſcience, or the Neceſſity of do- 
ing Juſtice, by vindicating the Inno- 
ov is no leſs" than tradueing bur 
Neighbour, and — fs 

another Kind of plain and di Bla 
90M} c .ifol-1 a "det, | 


to 
& 2 df — — 
with an evil and malicious Deſigu, 
has all the Rancour und 'Malignity of 
Intention in it, and does as effectually 
deſtroy his good Name and G 
as any other Sort of 8 and! in- 
ann, Calumny: 
For the Degree of Guilt i in this Caſe 
4058 not alter by the Variation of Gir- 
cumfſtances, as to the Report, whether 
it be true or falſe, but is to be meaſured 
by the Malice and Ill- nature of the De- 
gn, and by the Damage done to the 
Perſon's Reputation that is injur d by it. 
There are inded ſome peculiar Caſes, 
wherein it is both lawful, and abſolute- 
ly neceſſary, to declare the Faults four 
Brother, as far as they lie within the 
Compaß of our Knowledge. As when 
a Man is cited before a Magiſtrate as a 
Witneſs; or when it's in + yori De- 
fence and Vindication; or where the 
Fact is fo-notorious, that it ought not 
Wo ny > 1c or When i i for 


Unt is fly hug 43\.or ally, why 
we can prevent / any all Effect or * YN 
_ chievous —— 1 
pen by it, either to ourſelues or ohen. 
91 But in in every Caſe of this Kind, we 
ought ſtrictly to obſerve this general 
Rule; not to divulge another's tnifa my, 
with any ſecret Co vor Deligkt 
in the doing of it; — 0 
unh over him, becauſe we have it 
in our Power to expaſe his Perſon, For- 
tune, or Credit. rn 
Hatred ought never to be the Motive to 
make us to accuſe him; fo; on the - 
ther fide, neither Love nor Friendſhi 
when Juſtice requires it, ſhould pte 
upon us to conceal his Faults, | ar 
fpeak the Truth partially and Id 
Diſguiſe, becauſe our Duty to the G 
of Truth and our e 
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_ pagat& Infamy with open 


- Wo 1 
5 Ankelevos, teiumph over the uin d Re- 
Putations of their Neighbours, and pro- 
Scorn and Ir- 
riſion. ——— to be one of the 
-higheſt Pitches of the Depravity of hu- 
man Nature, and has a great Reſem- 
blance to the Malice of infernal Spirits, 
namely, to rejoice at the Sins and Offen- 
ces of Mankind, only becauſe they bring 
them to Shame and Puniſhment; and 
to be ſecretly glad of all thoſe Miſcarri- 
-ages, which furniſh them with Materi- 
als to reproach and blacken. Such 
Tempers as theſe are always pregnant 
with Scandal, and may properly enough 
be ſaid to be in Labour with Infamy, 
till they have brought it forth into the 
World, and have disburthen'd chem- 
ſelves into the Ears of all about them. 
Another Sort there are, more artful- 
1 tho' not leſs wickedly, malicious 
_ theſe; a Kind of Hypocrites in 
er, who with all the Shew of 
— — 
ances of Tenderneſs and Love, always 
palliate the Wounds they make, and 


weep 


An Afra der men. 
wrep.oyer the Stabs which they give do 
another's Credit and Reputation. And 
this they generally introduce with an 
affected Sigh, and a ſorrowful Look; 
with a ſeeming Reluctancy, and a ſort 
of Heſitation of Speech. And tho 
they ſhed the Rancour of their Poiſon 
upon all they meet, and omit no Arti- 
fice to diſperſe it abroad and make it 
publick, yet it's only whiſper'd to eve- 
ry one under the greateſt Obligations of 
Secreſy, and reveal'd with ſome kind of 
Concern, leſt it ſhould any ways injure 
their Neighbour, or prove a Detriment 
and Diſgrace to him. And yet as di- 
realy oppoſite as ' theſe two ſeveral 
Kinds of Slander ſeem to each other, 
their Rancour and Malignity are the 
very ſame, and both are equally nqto- 
rious Breaches of the Rules of Chriſtia - 
nity, and open Violations of the Prt- 
cepts of the C Goſpel. Becauſe ſuch 
malicious Practices OE IE our Minds 
to be entirely devoid of Charity 
Every nn bode that ane 
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$ for Heaveh, and ſhewTempers' ready 
ard, and Dilpotitioris only cage 
ed 10 Fiel. 
We may be well aſſur'd, that the? 
chere are never ſo good Grounds to 
juſtify an evil Report, in regard to the 
Truth of it, yet our offciouly ſpread- 
ing it abroad, is nothing elſe but pro- 
moting Scandal, and a Species of rank 
and inveterate Slander. And the Rea- 
fon of it is this, becauſe we can propoſe 
no other End to ourſelves by it, but to 
ut) our on private Malice and Re- 
entment, and either to injure the Per- | 
fon, or wound the Reputation of our 
Neighbour. And this appears plainly. 
from the Caſe of Doeg the 5 
who officiouſly inform'd Saul I 
David and Abimelech the Prieſt 
by that ſpiteful Relation, tho” a be 
one in great meaſure, he ivo d him- 
RIF in the Guilt of deſtro yitig 4 City, 
and occaſion'd” the sagte of almoſt 
tlie whole Tewifh Prieſthobd. There 
late *tipon this Account the Royal 
A Pſalmiſt 
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Plalmiſt charges him with being a Li- 
ar, as well as a Slanderer, becauſe. in 
his Relation he aggravated ſeveral Cir- 
cumſtances, and did it on purpg ole to 
inflame the Paſſion of an incens d and 
revengeful Prince againſt him. Hence, 
ſays he, ſpeaking of Doeg in the 5 20 
Plalm, Thy Tongue imagineth Miſchief, 
and with Lies thou cutteſt like a. ſharp 
Razor : Thou haſt loved Unrighteouſneſs 
more than Goodneſs, and to talk of Lies 
more than Righteouſneſs. Thou haſt lo- 
ved to ſpeak all Mord. that may do burt, 
O thou. falſe Tongue. Therefore ſhall 
God deſtroy thee = or ever: He ſhall tabs 
thee and pluck thee out of thy Dwelling, 
and root thee out of the — F the 
Living. I will cloſe this Head with 
obſerving, that the Obliquity of this 
Sin is increas d in pr E to the Sta: 


tion and Dignity of the Perſo 
— 0 Thus Cal Calumny , and el en 
| againſt the Rulers, of th 
ple, 4 Civil vi erde = 
more dag, EL is A ger rDye, 


not. 
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not ſo much in regard to their Perſons, 
as their Offices; for by the Load of 
Slander too commonly thrown on Per- 
ſons of Eminency, they are in great 
meaſure render d incapable of diſcharg- 
ing them to the Honour, Benefit, and 
Welfare of thoſe committed to UNE 
Charge. | 
Having thus far treated of the Na- 
ture, divers Kinds and common Pra- 
Rice of this Vice, I ſhall in the IVth 
and laſt place, and by way of Conclu- 
ſion, ſhew how far the a and 
Encouragers of publick and Private 
Slander are criminal. 

To be any way acceſſary to Slander; 
or to encourage Detraction, as it often 
occaſions the Sin, ſo it deſervedly comes 
in for a large Share of the Guilt. For 
he, who with a malicious Pleaſure 
liſtens to a Slanderer, or by a willing 

Attention prompts him to vent his Poi- 
ſon, it is he that. gives him the favour- 

able Opportunity E evil ſpeaking and 
ng others; and therefore contri- 
*  .. butes 
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Compliance to gratify the malignant 
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butes {6 far towards espace t / in 
the World. For there ate not only 
Tongues naturally addicted to this 
Vice, but Ears as itching and greedy to 
receive it : Not only — wick - 
edly fruitful to beget and forge Lies, 
but Aſſents and Approbations equal- 
ly wicked to cheriſh and foſter 
them up, when they are brought 
forth. For were it not for ſuch kind 
Entertainers and fond Receivers of 
Scandal, it's plain that it would expire 
as ſoon as born, and would periſh and 
die away as faſt as it is utter d. 
It is therefore the ill natur d Friends 
to ſuch malicious Reports, that do, as 
it were, cultivate their Growth, and by 
giving Countenance and Credit to Slan- 
der, become Principals in the Crime. 
Thus ate too many encourag d:to fol- 
low this baſe Practice, out 5 a ſordid 


Humours of others, and to make a 
Court to them at the Expence of Their 
N Hcg 8 Fame and Reputation. 

Where“ 
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1 * the contrary, ſhould the 
Spreaders - and Divulgers of Scandal 
meet with a Check and Diſcourage- 
ment, they would of courſe bluſh at 
their own ſhameful Practice, and drop 
this ill Wality, if it were only to avoid 
_ Uſoblicing.and g wing Offence. | 
: Whoever x19 og would-be entirely 
Gn from the Guilt-of Slander, he * 
not only abſtain from raiſing it himſelf 
or diſperſing it, but as nag avoid 
giving any manner of Encouragement, 
or ſhewing any F — to thoſe that 
do. For we muſt not only exert our 
Averſion to hear, and our Unwilling- 
neſs to believe, all Sbrts of Scandal; 
for unleſs we deſign to come in as 
Abetters and Partners of the Crime, We 
mult ſhew our Abhorrence, whenever 
it is utter d in our Company, and our 
juft Indignation againſt thoſe that offer 
F 1 Solomon has declar d, that 
eis a wicked. Deer-who giveth heed 10 
falle Lips: Aud that. be Liar who 
Siuenb Rar te a naugbty 7 Ae Unt 55 
of 
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By this means we ſpall — 


malicious Reports ini the Oonception or 
deſtroy uglur forth. 


oy them as ſoon us bro 
For if we would but refolve to ſtop our 
Ears, we ſhould take the moſt effectual 
way to filence and ſhut the Slanderer's 
Mouth. For by oppoſing and rofÞ 
ing Calumny, we ſhould make it, like 
its Parent Satan, F to fly from us. And 
this Solomom confirms, when he tells us, 
Dat as the North Wind driveth away 
Rain, Je aoth an —_— bins cr 4 
erous Tongu 
Since Wende the Practice of this 
Vice i is ſo fatal and deſtructive to our- 
ſelves, as well as moſt pernicious to 
others, eſpecially when it ſhews itſelf in 
the various Methods of falſa 
Witneſs in Caſes of judgment and 
Truth; let us beſeech Almighty God 
to deliver us from Envy, Hatred, Ma- 
lice, and all Uncharitableheſs; and that 
it may pleaſe him to forgive our Ene 
mies, Perſecutots, and Slanderers,' and 
to turn their Hearts; ; and to endue 5 
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"Wk he Ger of his Holy Spirit, 
that e dy abſtait from this Evil 15 a 
 MNlanderous/Tongue, which the Apoſtle 
has commanded us to bridle, as being a 
4% || Fire, a World of Iniquity, that fetteth 
| on fire the Courſe of Nature, * is er 1 
ſet on fire of Hell. 


To the Holy and Undioided Trinity, 
1 Son, and Holy C506 
three Perſons, but one God be aſ- 

cribꝭ d by us, and the whole Church, | 
all / Might, Majeſty and 

Dominion, now, henceforth, and 

for Ver more. Amen. 
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